Ma: An emptiness full of possibilities
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The Japanese concept of Ma is a unique concept that addresses gap or void. It is something that
relates to all aspects of life. It has been described as a pause in time, an interval or emptiness in
space. In its architectural context Ma refers to the dimension of space between the structural posts
of an interior. Space is the realm of experience and also infinite possibilities. It can be molded and
carved as desired. This project explores the concept of Ma and creates an communal space that can
be arranged freely.
In today’s world of constant change, life is far from predictable. Just as the COVID-19 pandemic
changed the way we see the world, another event may cause us to skew further. Space and spatial
patterns will also need to adapt accordingly.
The layout realized in this project is intentionally designed to encompass empty space – filled with
possibilities. This adaptive architecture hopes to convey the flexibility of spatial patterns.
‘Togetherness’ is a word that means something different to us all. Since the pandemic, the meaning
and importance of ‘togetherness’ is slowly being realized. To me, togetherness is the awareness and
appreciation of the people and the company around you.
In a normal world ‘togetherness’ would translate to meeting and interacting with people. However,
in this new normal, we notice and appreciate even simple gestures of a hello in the hallway or a smile
across balconies. Hence, expanding our definition of togetherness, little by little.
As architects it is necessary to take note of these spatial cues that encourage togetherness. This
project aims to celebrate rounded common spaces as well as the negative spaces and visual cues, all
important aspects of togetherness.

The unpredictability of spatial
requirements in the future and the
need for flexibility is certain.
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Flexibility of space was translated
into the shape of a circle that has the
capability to be easily introverted
as well as extroverted.
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This was achieved using
modular wooden slats
as verticals louvers on
a circular rail. This gives
the ability to the user to
keep the space as open
or closed, as required.
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Wooden louvers also promote a
visual connect, even if a physical
disconnect must be maintained.
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created for community activities.
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When being used as
private rooms, the curved
interstitial spaces are
realized as points of social
interaction.
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Circulation
can
be made further
intriguing,
for
example, for an
exhibition set up.

Configuration for performances
or town meetings. Open area
for large crowds.
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Few configurations imagined for a single floor plan

The building mimics natural
elements, such as, tree-type
columns for large span. The
accessible green terrace allows
a quite moment to relax enjoy
nature as it is the key feature.
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Green walls on
glass panels allow
a visual connect
with the outside,
whilst cooling the
interiors.
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The wooden louvers are
attached on a circular
rail. The louvers can be
slid along the rail as
per user and are can be
rotated up to 90 degrees.
The louver system is
manually operable and
increases the flexibility
and function of the
spaces within.
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Layers of roofing
required in order
to incorporate a
green terrace.
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“Let there be spaces in your togetherness, And let the
winds of the heavens dance between you.”
-Kahlil Gibran
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